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brother, or some male friend concerned, perso-
nated a Turkish soldier by a change of dress, and
pretending to have discovered a Christian vio-
lating the law, insisted upon the immediate pay-
ment of a large sum, or a watch, or some other
equivalent, to bribe him to silence; so that the
adventurer was sure of being fleeced of all he
might possess about his person, and be drawn in,
perhaps, for promises of* more to purchase his
escape, while the courtezan and her colleagues
divided the spoil,
I had heard before of similar things being
done by Turks in Constantinople,   but could
scarcely credit its existence here, under the cir-
cumstances related,    Moosa insisted on the fact,
and Gabrielli did not pretend to deny it, though
.he gave no active assent; for dissatisfaction at
discovery had made him silent.   What I myself
witnessed, however, I have faithfully related;
and what I myself heard I too firmly believed.
On our way to the convent, Moosa informed
me that he was going to set out instantly for
Jaflfe, that Lady Hester Stanhope had sent for
him with all possible urgency, and that he was
impatient to be gone. As a last injunction, he
bade me be kind to his charge, but conjured
me never to set my foot again within the door
of this brothel of the Catholic monks.